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Humane Society’s 

Mountain Shelter, Inc. 
2079 Bowling Gap Circle 

P.O. Box 1252 
Blairsville, GA  30514 

Telephone: 706-781-3843 
Fax: 706-781-1778 

Email: hsms@brmemc.net 
Web Site: www.iadoptapet.org 

 

Officers and Directors 
 

Donna Williams, President 
Diana Reif, Vice-President 
Debbie Jones, Secretary 
Dotti Carter, Treasurer 

Suzanne Anderson      Jeremy D. Clough                      
Barbara DeYoung                Carol Domino       
Ronald Schultz                           Bill Sutton                
Charlotte Thompson                  Sue Wood 

Pamela Wright 
 

Community Relations 
Lynn Varian               

 

Shelter Manager 
Helen Abercrombie 

 

Thrift Store Manager  

Tricia Spear 
 

MISSION 
 

·  To prevent cruelty, suffering and 
inhumane treatment to animals; 

·  To provide custodial care to animals 
committed to the Society; 

·  To provide animal placement service for 
committed animals and to encourage 
humane practices; 

·  To cooperate with state and local 
agencies that may be legally charged 
with the responsibility of providing for, 
or who share a common interest in, the 
welfare of animals. 
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I will never forget the day I was asked, “Why do so 
many people spend so much time, energy and money on 
animals when there are so many children and people in 
the world who need help?”  I was stumped, which for 
those of you who know me is difficult to do.  I had no 
answer.  After many weeks of thought and prayers, I 
discovered my answer.  I went back to the person who 
asked me the question, and this is what I said:  “No dog 
or cat was ever able to call me on the phone to request 
assistance.  It was always a person calling on behalf of 
the animal.  Perhaps it was a stray, perhaps the owner had 
passed away, perhaps there was a life-changing 
experience, but a person had been affected by this animal.  
So you see, those of us who help animals are passionate about people too. I know of 
no other way to be but passionate about helping both PEOPLE AND ANIMALS.” 

That is what we do here at the Humane Society’s Mountain Shelter.  In the 
past ten months our temporary “safe haven” for animals has accepted 592 animals 
and we have placed 545 of these previously homeless lives into loving homes!!!  

The Mountain Shelter will no longer accept the “POUND” label.  You see, a 
lot has changed around this place.  We are now “The Temporary Safe Haven for 
Pets until Permanent Placement is Found.”  As a matter of fact, if you haven’t had 
your “pet fix” lately, you ought to drop in and get the pet’s perspective. Chances are 
you will want to become a proud member of our dynamic program. 

News worth talking about: 
Membership Renewal:  It’s Membership Renewal Time! Membership begins 

in January for 2008.  You can pay next year’s dues now! 
Get Fit With Fido - Shed some excess holiday pounds and walk a dog at the 

same time.  Kick-off in January. 
Waggin’ Wheels - Fund-raising for a reliable transportation vehicle to help us 

save even more animals’ lives.  $9000 raised so far!!!!!! 
Fix North Georgia - Bi-county low-cost spay/neuter program. Kick-off in 

2008. 
Special Needs Fund - The life of Chessey, our heartworm-positive dog, was 

saved this year.  Animals like Chessey deserve to live and have their medical needs 
treated.  With your generosity we can save more lives! 

The holidays are here and this year I’ll be sharing it with my four furry KIDS 
and 120 or so furry fuzzy kids here at the safe haven as well.  I hope the pet stores 
give “quantity” discounts on toys, chewies, treats, catnip, and toy mice, because I 
plan to be a big customer!!!!!!! 
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Printing and postage for this newsletter is generou sly sponsored by United Community Banks  
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Written by Resident Thrift Store Mousers, Toby and Gavin 
 

   "Mornin' Gavin, have you noticed Tricia's new store.... the ANNEX"? 
"Who, what, where, what's an annex? Does it bounce? Taste like catnip? 
Play hide and seek?" "Nope, Gav, just displays more great contributions 
from the community, you know, small and large appliances, furniture, 
electronics, all sorts of super buys!" "But, Toby, Miss Evelyn's Mountain 
Health Food Store is next door."  "The furniture annex is on the other side of 
her shop and Ken Snyder works there cleaning and testing to make sure 
everything is in puuurfect order. And thank goodness he takes his dog Julie 
to work with him over there now! Dogs are goofy!” 

"I like how so many of the volunteers have their own departments?" 
“Me too, Gavin, it really keeps the volunteers happy when they can do what 
they enjoy like the lady who cleans and prices the shoes." "Yeah, Toby, 
that's one of the Lindas. She also drops by on Sundays and treats us to 
canned food....YUM! I love Sundays!" So do I. Her name is Linda 
Alexander and the other Linda is Linda McLellan. But she doesn't have her 
own department, does she?" "No, Gavin, she does a little bit of everything 
like a lot of the other hardworking volunteers, sorting, pricing, jewelry, the 

cash register, books, kids stuff and BEST of all taking care of us! There is a fun job for everybody." 
"So, Toby, who's the new guy?" "You mean, Keith? He's Marcy Clark's husband. She's a great volunteer and Tricia has 

hired Keith to help now that there are two stores and so many donations. She's even hired two new employees at the Hiawassee 
Thrift Store, Fred Rolhland and Martha Hicks. They job-share." "Job-share, Toby? Is that like us sharing our hammock?" "No, 
you silly cat, Martha runs the store three days and Fred takes over the other three. They aren't creatures of comfort like us, they 
work too hard! Sales are increasing every month. That means more money to support our four-legged friends at the Shelter, even 
the dogs. Our donors are so generous." 

"Naptime, Toby, gotta rest until Tricia closes the store and we can start our mousing. Let's dream about Sundays. Yum!" 
 

 
 

My grandmom is a 
volunteer with Miss Tricia. 
They found Bentley for me 
at Miss Helen’s shelter. 
He was a present for my 
eight-year birthday. I love 
him. 

Love, 
Kelsey 

 

 
 

Check out our website 
www.iadoptapet.org 



Mountain Shelter                                                        Winter 2007                                                                     Page 3 
 

 
 

���������	�
������
����
��������������	�������

����������	��
	���������
 

$15.00 will pay for the vaccinations for two homeless cats. 
$25.00 will feed and house one dog for three days 

$160.00 will cover the cost of spaying four cats 
$200.00 will cover the cost of neutering four dogs 

…or contribute to Waggin’ Wheels 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Yes, I want to help more homeless animals! 
2008 MEMBERSHIP AND DONATIONS 

 

NAME_______________________________________________ 
 

ADDRESS #1__________________________DATES________ 
 

ADDRESS #2__________________________DATES________ 
 

CITY_______________________STATE______ZIP_________ 
 

HOME PHONE______________E-MAIL_________________ 
 

Please make checks payable to: Humane Society’s Mountain Shelter 
 

___Individual Member ........... $10 ___Business Member ...............$100 
___Family Membership .......... $15 ___Patron..................................$500 
___Donor...................................$25 ___Angel………….....$1000 or more 
___Supporting Member.......... $50 ___Here is my gift of $___________ 

 
Many companies match their employer’s contributions.  Please check your personnel office for details. 

 

Membership runs from January 1 thru December 31, 2008 

POSTAL HELP! 
Even though we are able to mail our newsletters reduced rate 

bulk mail, it is still a huge expense. We get many letters returned 
because the USPS won't forward bulk mail and many of our members 
have multiple addresses, i.e., winter in Florida and summer in the 
beautiful mountains. When you mail in your annual dues and 
contributions, please note ADDRESS DATES. 
 



Page 4                                                                Winter 2007                                                            Mountain Shelter   
 

SUCCESS AGAIN....TIMES 7 
 

“Puttin’ on the 
Dog” was the best 
ever ... again. We 
are proud to be 
able to say that for 
the seventh year 
in a row. This year 
organizer Norm 
Bennett and his 
able team - Ken 
Snyder, Betty 
Foss and Trish 
Spear - included 
Andy Moschetto, 
of Moschetto’s Continental Café & Deli in Young 
Harris, who prepared a fabulous repast for the over 
300 guests. The evening was lovely, the vineyard 
spectacular, the auction items exceptional, the music, 
the food, the wine - Voila! 

POTD has become the premier Fall Event in the 
two counties and is the elite fundraiser for HSMS. 
Because the Crane Creek Vineyard's location is so 
perfect, Bennett intends to keep the wine tasting there 
for years to come. However, space is limited, so in 
2008, avoid disappointment, order you tickets early! 

A huge debt of gratitude to Norm, Betty, Ken, and Trish and their spouses, to Andy, to Deanne and 
Eric Seifarth at Crane Creek, to our sponsors, auction item contributors, many volunteers, and to you, our 
guests! 

By the way, the photo is one of the many centerpieces created by the tireless Lynn Varian specifically 
for POTD; most of the arrangements were made from items found at the Thrift Store. 

 

KENNEL KRUISE 2007 
 

Volunteer Andrew Domino and his HSMS Board member wife, 
Carol, organized the first of what we hope to be many KENNEL 
KRUISE Motorcycle Pledge Rides. Copperhead Lodge, who is a 
huge sponsor of many HSMS programs (animal sponsorships, bi-
weekly 50/50 raffle, the new billboard), provided the perfect 
location to begin the scenic ride through the tri-state area, 
contributed auction items and served a delicious lunch to 25+ 
riders who raised over $3000 for the day. Kudos to Andrew, 
Carol, Janice Boling and her amazing website at 
www.kennelkruise.com, all the folks at Copperhead Lodge, 
Tony's Lounge for the half-way treats, and Trish Spear and all her 
volunteers. Rev your engines and watch for KK08 in the early 
spring. 

 
 
 

Andrew Domino and his Chinese 
Chin, Walker, getting ready to ride 



THRIFT STORE HOURS 
 

BLAIRSVILLE • 706-745-0033 
MONDAY – FRIDAY     10 am – 4 pm 

SATURDAY 10 am – 2 pm 
 

HIAWASSEE • 706-896-7548 
MONDAY – FRIDAY     10 am – 4 pm 

SATURDAY 10 am – 2 pm 
 

BOTH LOCATIONS  
CLOSED SUNDAY 

 

SHELTER HOURS 
706-781-3843 

 

MONDAY - SATURDAY  
10:30 A.M. - 4:00 P.M. 

 

TUESDAY OPEN UNTIL 
6:30 P.M. 

 
CLOSED SUNDAY 
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              How Times Have Changed... 
 

Statistics published in 1994 from the Humane Societies Mountain Shelter: 
 

Drop offs  1237 
Adoptions   418 
Adoption ratio     33.8% 
 

Statistics for Jan. thru Oct., 2007: 
 

Drop offs   592 
Adoptions   453 + 5 returned to owners + 87 transferred to 
       other no-kill shelters 
Adoption ratio    92.1% 

 

WE'VE BEEN ADOPTED!! 
 

Looks like WOLFCREEK BROADCASTING 
NETWORK has a new baby. HSMS! The local 
news/music/talk station supports every event with 
entertaining commercials and timely public service 
announcements produced by Mikellah Davis and 
her team of newscasters. By the time this newsletter 
goes to press, they will have publicized and held a 
successful 'Pets with Santa' picture day. WHEW! 
Hope they are still on the air! 

Tune in to 1400 AM, 770 AM, 1340 AM, and the 
new 95.1 FM for news about your favorite animal shelter - HSMS! 

 
 

HSMS COMMUNITY CITIZEN 
 

Even though HSMS is the recipient of so much from its 
members and the community at large, we try to be good 
community citizens as well. Weekly newspaper articles, speaking 
engagements, participation in parades, Meals on Wheels, 
“KINDNews” newspapers to 1600 Towns/Union students, Neuter-
thons, microchip clinics, Chamber events, radio public service 
announcements...the list goes on and on. We need to start an 
education program in the schools too! Any takers? Contact Helen 
at the Shelter. 706-781-3843 

 
 

Watch for the HSMS Spay/Neuter Billboard 
donated by Terry Poteete of Visual Outdoor Advertis ing 

 and sponsored by Copperhead Lodge 
 Get the message?  
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HSMS Featured in North Georgia Mountains Magazine  
 
HSMS Vice President Diana Reif penned an informative article for the August 2007 issue of North 
Georgia Mountains Magazine, a new local publication. Shelter volunteer photographer Kenny 
Francis added inspiring photographs to the piece which covered many aspects of shelter life. Many 
thanks to Publisher Deb Knowles and her staff and to Diana and Kenny for lending their exceptional 
talents. HSMS wishes the magazine best of luck for continued success. 
 
SPONSOR A PET 
 

Can't adopt, but you really want to help? HSMS has introduced a "Sponsor a Pet" program. You 
may select the pet you would like to sponsor. We will be happy to aid you in that selection 
process with as much knowledge as we can share about the particular animal. TOP DOG 
SPONSORSHIP is $40 and lowers the adoption fee by 50%. CHAMPION SPONSORSHIP is 
$80.00 and pays the entire adoption fee for primarily special needs and hard to place animals. 
Seven of 9 sponsored pets have been successfully adopted since the program began. Contact 
the Shelter 706-781-3843 and sponsor today! 

 
IMPORTANT INFORMATION TO NOTE 
 
One hundred percent of all monies received through adoptions, yearly dues, contributions, thrift store sales, 
fundraisers, and county contributions, i.e., ALL sources, go directly to the care and well being of the 120+ animals at 
the Shelter....100%.....your generosity at work in your community. 
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